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FAFSA 101
Free Application for Federal Student Aid

Session sponsored by:

Pacific Financial Aid Association
Hawaii P20

Housekeeping

 Session is being recorded and will be posted to the PacFAA
and P20 websites – www.pacfaa.org and 
www.collegeiswithinreachhawaii.com
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Agenda

Create an FSA ID

 FAFSA Completion

Common Mistakes

Tips

Next Steps

Create an FSA ID at studentaid.gov
(FAFSA Account)

Who needs an FSA ID and Why?

 Student (spouse)

 Parent(s); if student must provide parent information

If Parents are married and filed a joint return – one parent

If Parents filed separated returns – both parents

Divorced/Separated – one parent

Start, Contribute and Sign the FAFSA electronically

Required to access all Federal Financial Aid Information

Must clear verification before it can be used 
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Provide Personal Identification Information
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Create Your FSA ID (Username and password)

Provide Contact information
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Communication Preferences

Select/Create Challenge Questions and Answers
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Verify Your E-mail & Cell phone

Verify Your E-mail & Cell phone
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Verify Your E-mail & Cell phone

Review Info and Agree to Terms
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Your FSA ID is created!

StudentAid.gov Home

16
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Apply for Aid

17

fafsa.gov
(studentaid.gov/fafsa)
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myStudentAid mobile app – BYBY!!

Log In Page 

20
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Role Selection 
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Student Onboarding (first time)

22
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Student Onboarding

Student Onboarding
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Student Onboarding

Personal Information for Student

26
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Student Address

27

Student Residency and Eligibility????

28
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Student Provides Consent

Student Provides Consent
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Personal Circumstances

Marital Status
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Student College or Career School Plans

Personal Circumstances
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Student Other Circumstances

Student Unusual Circumstances
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Student Dependency Status

Tell Us About Your Parents
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Student Invites Parents to FAFSA® Form

Dependent Student Demographics
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Student Demographic Information

Student Demographic Information
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Student Demographic Information

Student Citizenship Status
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Student’s Parent Education Status

Student’s Parent Killed in Line of Duty



9/19/2023

24

Student High School Completion Status

Student High School Information
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Student Confirms High School

Dependent Student Financials



9/19/2023

26

Student Tax Return Information

Student Assets
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Student Select Colleges

Student Select Colleges
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Student Selected Colleges

Student Review Page
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Student Review Page (Continued)

Student Signature
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Student Signature

Student Section Complete
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Student’s Parent Email

Student’s Parent Log In
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Parent Status Center – My Activity

Student’s Parent Contributing to the FAFSA®
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Student’s Parent Onboarding (first time)

Student’s Parent Onboarding
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Student’s Parent Onboarding

Student’s Parent Onboarding
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Student’s Parent Identity Information

Student’s Parent Identity Information
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Student’s Parent Provides Consent

Student’s Parent Provides Consent
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Dependent Student’s Parent Demographics

Student’s Parent Current Marital Status
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Dependent Student’s Parent Financials

Student’s Parent Federal Benefits
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Student’s Parent Tax Filing Status

Student’s Parent Family Size
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Student’s Parent Number in College

Student’s Parent Tax Return Information
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Student’s Parent Assets

Student’s Other Parent Information
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Student’s Parent Review Page

Student’s Parent Signature
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FAFSA® Confirmation

FAFSA Submission Summary Landing Page
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Eligibility Overview
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FAFSA Form Answers

FAFSA Form Answers
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School Information

Next Steps
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More Resources 

What happens after I file the FAFSA?

 Apply for Admission!!

 Email notification of official results sent to STUDENT (FAFSA 
Submission Summary or FSS)

 Review your FSS comments and results.  Make necessary 
corrections.

 Information sent to colleges

 Work with schools to complete any additional documentation

 Receive financial aid award notification

 Student Accepts or declines awards
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Special (PJ) & Unusual (DO) 
Circumstances

 Conditions exist that cannot be documented with 
the FAFSA

 Contact your College for guidance on what steps 
you will need to follow

 College will review and request additional 
information if necessary

 Decisions are final and cannot be appealed to U.S. 
Department of Education

Common Mistakes

 Using commas or decimals; round to the nearest dollar

 Using the wrong Social Security Number (SSN)

 Does not use the name as it appears on the Social Security Card

 Students think that their parents are their “Legal Guardians” 

 Changing the amounts after it was successfully transferred

 Not using the correct marital status; use the marital status as of the day the 
FAFSA is completed

 Not listing a School Code

 Not signing
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Questions????

FAFSA@hawaii.edu

greenf@hawaii.edu
gusca@hawaii.edu

Sponsored by:

Pacific Financial Aid Association
Hawai’i P20


