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SCHOLARSHIP NIGHT
2024–2025 Award year

Session presented by:

Jadine Ehia: Hawaii Comm Foundation
Amy Akana: UH System
Elise Sanders: Sallie Mae

Session is being recorded and will be posted to the
PacFAA and P20 websites – www.pacfaa.org and
www.collegeiswithinreachhawaii.com

Your cameras, microphones and the chat have been 
turned off. Please post your questions in the Q&A 
during the session

Questions with Personal/Sensitive Student 
information may be sent to FAFSA@hawaii.edu

Housekeeping
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Amy Akana

University of Hawaii 
Common Scholarship 

Application
 University
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UH System Common Scholarship 
Application
UH System Common Scholarship 
Application
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Bookmark me!
https://www.hawaii.edu/tuition/scholarships/
Bookmark me!
https://www.hawaii.edu/tuition/scholarships/

● Open annually October 1-March 1

● One application for approximately 800 scholarship funds

○ For 23-24, awarded nearly 3 million dollars systemwide

● Open to students attending ANY campus within the 

University of Hawaii System 

“How to Apply” page and link to application   >>>>>>>>

● Open annually October 1-March 1

● One application for approximately 800 scholarship funds

○ For 23-24, awarded nearly 3 million dollars systemwide

● Open to students attending ANY campus within the 

University of Hawaii System 

“How to Apply” page and link to application   >>>>>>>>

✔ Application checklist ✔ Application checklist 

● Be a University of Hawaii system student 

● Complete the FAFSA (optional, but recommended)

● Transcripts (unofficial are OK)

● Contact info for recommendations (1-3 people)

● Personal Statement (900-word maximum) 

● Optional essays for certain scholarships 

● Review and submit
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Personal Statement Personal Statement 

● Helpful to think about: 

○ Educational & career goals 

○ Employment and/or service experience

○ Any accomplishments, including any honors or awards 

○ Personal background 

○ Any barriers to obtaining education goals & how the student 
plans to overcome them

● Helpful to think about: 

○ Educational & career goals 

○ Employment and/or service experience

○ Any accomplishments, including any honors or awards 

○ Personal background 

○ Any barriers to obtaining education goals & how the student 
plans to overcome them

Community ServiceCommunity Service

● Optional, but highly recommended
● There are many ways to be of service to others:

○ Formal or informal service projects or volunteer hours
○ Significant home or family responsibilities (ex. financially supporting 

parents, providing child or elder care, working unpaid at a family 
business)

○ Activities that give back to or contribute to the community
● Please indicate whether service was paid or unpaid, and whether it 

was part of coursework
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Letters of RecommendationLetters of Recommendation

● Need the name(s) and email address(es) of 1-3 references

● All recommendations are submitted via an online form by the 
recommender - nothing accepted via email and/or from the 
student

● Students can track letters of recommendations even after 
submitting the application

● Deadline for students to list name/email of recommenders: 
March 1

● Deadline for recommenders to submit: March 8

● Need the name(s) and email address(es) of 1-3 references

● All recommendations are submitted via an online form by the 
recommender - nothing accepted via email and/or from the 
student

● Students can track letters of recommendations even after 
submitting the application

● Deadline for students to list name/email of recommenders: 
March 1

● Deadline for recommenders to submit: March 8

TranscriptsTranscripts

● Required for:
○ New first-time students (HS transcript)
○ Transfers from non-UH schools (college transcripts

● Continuing UH students do not need to submit transcripts

● Transcripts can be unofficial, but must show student name, 
school name, grades, GPA, and the date printed
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Tips and Recommendations for students Tips and Recommendations for students 

● Take your time - no advantage to submitting early…

● …but also don’t wait to the last moment to submit!

● Answer questions completely and accurately - don’t expect selection committees to fill in 

the blanks for you

● Your progress will auto-save, no need to do the application all in one sitting

● Ask people to read over your essays for proofreading and content suggestions

● It’s OK to recycle essays and statements from other applications, but they should still be 

tailored to the specific application prompt

● Currently the site is not enabled for Hawaiian diacritical markings, so they will not 

display properly in submitted applications - better to omit them for now

● Take your time - no advantage to submitting early…

● …but also don’t wait to the last moment to submit!

● Answer questions completely and accurately - don’t expect selection committees to fill in 

the blanks for you

● Your progress will auto-save, no need to do the application all in one sitting

● Ask people to read over your essays for proofreading and content suggestions

● It’s OK to recycle essays and statements from other applications, but they should still be 

tailored to the specific application prompt

● Currently the site is not enabled for Hawaiian diacritical markings, so they will not 

display properly in submitted applications - better to omit them for now

Any Questions?Any Questions?

UH System Common Scholarship Program
scholars@hawaii.edu
808-956-6203

UH System Common Scholarship Program
scholars@hawaii.edu
808-956-6203
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Jaedine Ehia

Hawaii Community 
Foundation

13

www.HawaiiCommunityFoundation.org

2024‐2025 
HCF Common Scholarship 

Application
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Why Apply for HCF’s Scholarships?

One online 
application may 
qualify you for…

Over 300 
Scholarship Funds

Over $7 million in 
scholarship awards

Average scholarship = $6,000

32% of awardees received 
multiple HCF scholarships

15

Application Updates for 2024‐2025

• Opens – December 12, 2023

• Closes – February 29, 2024

• Letters of Recommendation Due –March 14, 2024

16

• 2024‐2025 FAFSA Submission Summary (FSS) form 
FAFSA not required, but HIGHLY recommended
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How to Apply
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Go to: www.hawaiicommunityfoundation.org

How to Apply

Login To The Scholarship Manager

18
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How to Apply

19

Create an Account

Required Documents

20

Transcripts – Must Contain:

• Name of student

• Name of school

• Course history and grades, including fall 
semester grades if available

• Cumulative GPA
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Required Essays

• What inspired you to choose (your) field of 
study and academic plan?

• How will your academic plans help you to 
give back to the community?

21

Optional Documents & Questions

Optional Questions
 Yes/No

 Short Answers

 Essays

Optional Documents
 FAFSA Submission Summary

 Letters of Recommendation 
(students can request up to 3)

 Kamehameha Schools Ho’oulu
Verification Services Letter

 SAT/ACT Scores (high school 
seniors only)

22
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Affiliation Questions

23

From the drop 
down menu, 

select the 
company/ 

organization you 
or your relative 

are affiliated 
with.

Helpful Resources

24
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Application Opens:   December 12, 2023

Application Deadline:  February 29, 2024 @ 4:00 PM

LOR Deadline:  March 14, 2024 @ 4:00 PM

Important Dates

25

Helpful Tips
• Start Early

 Submit your FAFSA ASAP

 Obtain your transcript ASAP

 Save any attachment(s) as a .pdf for easy upload

• Answer all questions accurately ‐ Every question is tied to a scholarship 
opportunity

• Prepare essays ahead of time and save as a Word document for easy 
cutting and pasting

• Notify recommenders BEFORE asking for a Letter of Recommendation

• Submit your application before deadline day!

26
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Email: scholars@hawaiicommunityfoundation.org

Phone: (808)566‐5570 or 1‐888‐731‐3863 (toll free)

Website: www.HawaiiCommunityFoundation.org

Contact Us!

27

Elise Sanders

Sallie Mae

28
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Elise Sanders, Director RelationshipManagement 
November 1, 2023
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•

•
•

•

•

My parents say I won’t 
qualify for financial aid. 
Should I bother applying?

Yes, and learn why at 
salliemae.com/FinancialAid
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Get matched with scholarships in 
minutes based on your 
accomplishments, interests, and 
background!

•

•

•

•

•

•
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Source: www.Princetonreview.com/college‐advice/scholarship‐essays, https://www.salliemae.com/college‐planning/college‐scholarships/scholarship‐essays/

•
•
•
•

Source: https://www.salliemae.com/college‐planning/college‐scholarships/scholarship‐essays/
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Get organized

Be Authentic

Know the 
requirements

Include strong 
recommendation

Create a lasting 
impression
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Mahalo to our Presenters

Elise Sanders: Sallie Mae
Elise.sanders@salliemae.com

Jaedine Ehia: Hawaii Comm Foundation
scholarships@hcf-hawaii.org

Amy Akana: UH System
scholars@hawaii.edu
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Financial Aid Nights

Wednesday nights, through December 13, 2023

6:00pm – 7:30pm

Registration at:

Collegeiswithinreachhawaii.com

Presentation Slides

A copy of this presentation is posted to 
the following website:

www.collegeiswithinreachhawaii.com
www.pacfaa.org
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MAHALO!
Questions???

FAFSA@hawaii.edu

collegeiswithinreachhawaii

Session sponsored by: 
Pacific Financial Aid Association

Hawaii P20

Questions??? FAFSA@hawaii.edu

Session sponsored by:

Pacific Financial Aid Association
Hawaii P20


